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The Bologna Process 
vision: a reminder (in 

case you have 
forgotten) 

 
• 1999 Vision: 29 countries 

come together to create 
an open and inclusive, 
high quality European 
Higher Education Area  
 

• Based on shared values, 
common degree 
structures, QA and 
automatic recognition 
 

• Where all have equal 
opportunities  
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EHEA today… • 48 countries  

• 38 million students: 
56 % in Russia, Turkey, 
Germany, France and UK 
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The method 

• Voluntary commitment 
 

• Monitoring and peer 
pressure (BPIR) 

 
• With a risk of picking 

and choosing what 
ingredients are put 
together… 
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But some basic commitments not yet fulfilled 
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Key Commitments: 
 
Structural reforms underpinning EHEA 
 
• 3 cycle degree structure 
• Recognition  
• Quality Assurance 
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3 cycle degrees 
 Understandable, but different, degree systems largely in place…  
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Quality Assurance 
• Positive developments: 

- 2015 ESG well respected 
• Some areas where improvement is needed – 

especially stakeholder involvement and cross 
border issues 
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Stage of development of QA system 
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Student participation in QA  
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Openness to cross-border QA  
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European approach for QA of joint programmes   

 

 
European approach  
permitted by legislation 

 
European approach  
not permitted by legislation 
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Recognition 
• Lisbon Recognition Convention principles  

well embedded in national legislation 
 

• But recognition practice is far from "automatic" 
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System level "automatic" recognition  
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Social Dimension 
Reality has not changed in recent years: 
 
– Under-representation of students from more 

"deprived" backgrounds, and greater risk of drop-out 
– Gender imbalances in certain disciplines 
– Lifelong learning (flexible provision) not a reality  
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Student Mobility 
• Degree mobile students 

- 2.8 % within EHEA 
- 3.6 % from outside EHEA 

• For all countries, more outgoing students  
stay in EHEA than go outside 

• Many countries – very imbalanced mobility flows 
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Supporting mobility of under-represented groups 
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Looking ahead.. 

• Strong need for European higher education cooperation 
 
• Mustn't close our eyes to what we have not (yet) achieved  

 
• Good to maintain an idealistic vision, but clear focus and 

tangible action needed 
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What will the immediate future bring for Bologna? 

 
• Focus on key commitments – 

through peer learning 
 

• New discussion on social 
dimension challenges 
 

• Connecting EHEA and EU policy 
initiatives 
 

• Global policy dialogue 
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Thank you 
for your attention 

 
Enjoy the report  
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